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Background

® People with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
are at increased risk of suicide and suicidality *
® Up to 72% report lifetime suicidal ideation
® Up to 47% report a prior suicide attempt
® 4-to 9-fold higher risk of suicide death
vs. people without ASD

Key Points
. ® Literature review on suicidality and ASD

Select Barriers to Screening in Clinical Settings 37 4
‘ ® Consultation with START Services developers
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. Discussion with faculty on need/feasibility
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® Healthcare visits in the time leading up to
suicide death are common. Among
individuals who die from suicide... 2
® >25% have a visit within 1 week of death
® >50% have a visit within 1 month of death
® >90% have a visit within 1 year of death

Goal:

® Grand Rounds presentation at RWJMS (2024)
® Develop a pre-/post-training assessment

® Explore opportunities for additional lectures

Intended Audience:
® All medical students/faculty
® Potential focus on primary care
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® Medical providers often report a lack of
knowledge and confidence with regard to
suicide risk identification and management,
especially for patients with ASD 3~
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® Improving clinicians’ capacity to assess
and address such risks can prevent
suicide deaths and improve
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Objectives

Increase clinician awareness of suicide
risk in ASD populations

Improve clinicians’ suicide
risk identification skills
when working with

ASD populations

Empower and enable clinicians
to effectively intervene when positive
screenings or other warning signs occur
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is NOT supported
by research 2
Studies suggest
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Recognize that risk
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